
ERTS Complaint 2 August 2022 

Dear Environmental Risk Tracking System, 

This is a complaint that the Klompe & Frieslandia Dairies discharge pollutants into groundwater 

near 650 Hornby Road, Sunnyside WA. They have done this for some years and continue to do 

so. 

This complaint is based on the approximate number of cows in the pens at Klompe and 

Frieslandia, the amount of nitrogen produced by each cow per day, and the failure of 

Klompe/Frieslandia, Ecology or WSDA to determine where that nitrogen ends up.  

Based on a casual count of cows in snapshots from Google Earth, there are at least 3,000 cows in 

pens that cover about 150 acres north of Stover Road and west of Hornby Road. 

Here are two aerial photos of the operation from Google Earth: 

 

 

 



  

 

Each milk cow produces about 1 lb. of nitrogen per day in urine and feces.1, 2 Over half of the 

excreted nitrogen is in urine.3, 4 For purposes of discussion let’s say half.  

Doing the math gives us: 

Number of cows x nitrogen per day x ½ = nitrogen excreted in urine 

3,000 x 1 lb per day per cow x ½ = 1,500 lbs of nitrogen per day produced in urine 

The WSDA estimates that 35% of the nitrogen from a dairy production area is volatilized 5. So, 

we have approximately 1,000 lbs of nitrogen per day unaccounted for.  

The nitrogen in urine cannot be captured by manure solids separation or flushing into a lagoon. 

There are no flush systems in pens and corrals. Choices are:  

• Further evaporation 

• Runoff 

• Absorption into the soil beneath the drylot 

Based on these numbers – 1,000 lbs of nitrogen per day is unaccounted for – the Klompe and 

Frieslandia Dairies discharge pollutants into the groundwater.  

This is a request for investigation and remediation by Ecology and WSDA. 

Thank you in advance for doing this. 
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